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Students Back Football 
In School Referendum 


By Stephen Holtzman and Ellen Colien 

An unprecedented referendum concerning a football team, a swimming 
pool and school dances was submitted to the student body by the Wingate 
G.O. on January 11 in order to determine Wingaters’ views on each of 
these topics. 

This was the first time in the history of the school that the students 
were directly consulted on issues which intimately concern them. It is expected 
that referenda will be used in the future when the appropriate situation 
arises. 

Since the school was founded in 1954 it has been without a football team 
and provisions for a swimming pool. Attendance at school dances has been 
very poor for the past few semesters. 

The results were as follows: 

Football team.Yes 2,145 Swimming pool..Yes 1,477 Dances....Yes 1,280 

No 394 No 1,057 No 1,198 


Meeting With Principal Planned 

The G.O. Cabinet plans to meet 
with Mr. Driscoll to discuss the for¬ 
mation of a football team because of 
the overwhelming student support. 
Reasons both pro and con were pre¬ 
sented to the students in a sheet at¬ 
tached to the ballot. Although a foot¬ 
ball team would increase school spirit, 
its great expense and the physical 
danger involved weigh against it. It 
has been pointed out that a team is 
both expensive and dangerous. 

No Direct Action on Pool 

Despite the fact that a majority of 
the students voted in favor of the 
building of a swimming pool, no direct 
action will be taken because of the 
large number of dissenting votes. A 
swimming pool would require full 
support by the students and the Par¬ 
ents Association in order to acquire 
the money needed from the Board of 
Education. 

Dances sponsored by the G.O. will 
be tailored after the suggestions of¬ 
fered by the students on the referen¬ 
dum ballot. Record hops may be the 
majority of the dances in the future. 


Fifth P.A. Show 

Is “King and I” 

By Mel Ortner 

Preparations are under way for 
this year’s annual Parents’ Associa¬ 
tion $how. The production will be 
The King and 7, and will be present¬ 
ed to the public on May 3', 4, 10, and 
11 . 

The price of the tickets ranges 
from seventy-five cents to two dollars, 
with a free ticket going to anyone 
purchasing three of the seventy-five 
cent mezzanine seats. The profits, 
which are expected to be over $2,500, 
will go toward scholarships and stu¬ 
dent welfare. 

Participating in the production are 
talented parents, Wingaters, elemen¬ 
tary school pupils, and faculty mem¬ 
bers. More than 60 performers will 
entertain in this year’s presentation. 

This performance will mark the 
fifth P.A. show, the previous being 
Wingate Whims, Pajama Game, Guys 
and Dolls , and last year’s Once Upon 
a Mattress, all of which were highly 
acclaimed. 


Faculty Revisions Apparent 

As Spring Term Commences 
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English Chairman 
Harold Zlotnik 
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Mathematics Chairman 
Max Peters 


By Marilyn Ritliolz 

Numerous faculty changes have oc¬ 
curred for Wingate’s spring term, 
in that some teachers have taken 
leaves of absence, gone on sabbatical, 
or retired. 

The teachers who have taken sab¬ 
batical leave are: Mrs. Beatrice 
Sheinin of the English Department, 
Mrs. Deborah Feldman of the Secre¬ 
tarial Studies Department, and Mrs. 
Fannie Eiseman, our head librarian. 
Mrs. Burston of the English Depart¬ 
ment has taken a leave of absence. 

Mr. Harold Zlotnik, chairman of 
the English Department, is on sab¬ 
batical, and Mathematics Chairman 
Mr. Max Peters is on a leave of ab¬ 
sence. The acting chairman of the 
English Department is Mr. Jerome 
Tanklow and Mr. August Rizzuto is 
the temporary head of the Mathe¬ 
matics Department. Mr. Zlotnik in¬ 
tends to “rest, write and relax.” He 


and Susan Kaplan 

has “two books in the planning stage, 
one in poetry and one an anthology 
of literature in text book form.” Mr. 
Peters is now at Brooklyn College for 
the spring semester, training teach¬ 
ers in mathematics on the junior and 
senior high school level in the course 
Methods of Teaching. 

The Social Studies Department has 
also experienced changes. Mr. Jacob 
Cohen has left the school. Chairman 
Louis Friedlander said that he is 
“sorry to see him go.” He observed 
that “because of January gradua¬ 
tion, the spring term registration has 
dropped. Every school is faced with 
this same problem.” 

Adjustments have also taken place 
in the Home Arts Department. Miss 
Dorothy Hirschhorn, Chairman of the 
Department, reported that Mrs. Joyce 
Savoy has taken maternity leave and 
Mrs. Pearl Ponti has officially retired. 


January Celebs Selected 

After being nominated by a screen¬ 
ing committee, the following Senior 
Celebrities were selected by popular 
vote during eighth term official class 
periods: 

Miss Wingate .Elena Wiesel 

Most Popular Pair . 

Sheila Afsanick and Karen Blank 

Girl Most Likely to Succeed . 

Nancy Susser 

Class Artist .Bonnie, Sheppard 

Boy Athlete . .William Conway 

Class Musician .Barbara Kipness 

Mr. Wingate .Harold Banco 

Handsomest .Neal Berman 

Girl Who Did Most For School . 

Susan Edman 

Best Dressed Girl .Phillis Brooks 

Girl Athlete .Susan Shein 

Class Wit .Karen Blass 

Best Dancer .Barbara Spalding 



Grads Mark Event 
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Salutatorian Michael Hausfeld and Valedictorian Lenore Schwartz 


Seniors Await College Results; 
Top-Ranking Students Honored 


By Arthur Baum 

Anxious seniors are now awaiting 
the results of the various scholarship 
tests they have taken and the college 
application forms they have filed. 

Aiready notified by Mrs. Ethel 
Solovay, College Advisor, were the 
three semi-finalists of the National 
Honor Society Program. They are 
Marjorie Holt, Stephen Klinger, and 
Kenneth Turan. The National Honor 
Society Scholarships are open only to 
members of the National Honor Soci¬ 
ety (Arista), and are based on the 
results of the Preliminary Scholastic 
Aptitude Test given in October of 
the senior year. 

Pulitzer Winners Announced 

Also announced were the names of 
the three students recommended by 
the school for the Pulitzer Scholar¬ 
ship administered by Columbia. They 
are Arthur Baum, Stephen Klinger, 
and Kenneth Turan. This scholar¬ 
ship pays full tuition plus $250 a year 
for four years. 

Mrs. Solovay stressed intense read¬ 
ing as a key factor in obtaining 
scholarships. “Sophomores should 
pursue a course of varied and guided 
reading,” she stated. 

The junior year should be charac¬ 
terized by the reading of the best 
works in all areas plus constant refer¬ 
ence to good newspapers. Additional 
activities should include participation 

Delegates Confer 
At Press Meeting 

By Marilynn Deutsch 
and Jerry Goldfeder 

City high schools sent delegates to 
the High School Editors’ Press Con¬ 
ference held January 9 at the Carne¬ 
gie Endowment for Peace Building. 

The purpose of the conference, 
sponsored by the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews, was to point 
out to the delegates that a high 
school newspaper should be a deter¬ 
mining factor in improving school¬ 
wide human relations. 

Mr. Frederick H. Williams, Direc¬ 
tor of Human Relations Unit, Board 
of Education, was the first speaker 
to address the group. Mr. Williams 
said that there is much knowledge for 
the individual to grasp, but one must 
learn how to use this knowledge to¬ 
wards the improvement of the com¬ 
munity, and the general welfare of 
the school. He also noted that the 
high school press is “no gimmick,” 
but can and should be used as an 
essential instrument having impact on 
the entire student body. 


and Marc Osias 

in discussion groups and intensive 
critical evaluation of New York City 
cultural areas. 

Participation in summer science 
and camp programs helps influence 
a scholarship committee to award a 
scholarship to a well-rounded person¬ 
ality. 

Juniors should begin to prepare for 
the National Merit Scholarship Qual¬ 
ifying Test which is to be given this 
March. Students should not feel, how¬ 
ever, that their performance on the 
test will have any r^n reliable effect 
on their chances for admission to any 
accredited college. Since all 50 states 
participate in the Merit Corporation 
Program, the cut-off scores for the 
900 awards vary. New York State has 
one of the highest cut-off scores. 

“Scholarships are not won over¬ 
night,” said Mrs. Solovay, “but rather 
are obtained after a slow, cumulative 
process of reading and learning.” 

Students to Enter 
37th U.N. Contest 

By Karen Eisenstadt 

Wingate students will participate 
in the 37th Annual High School Con¬ 
test on the United Nations on March 
7. This nationwide contest is spon¬ 
sored by the American Association 
for the United Nations (AAUN), 345 
East 46 Street in Manhattan. 

Mr. Louis Friedlander, Chairman 
of the Social Studies Department, is 
handling the school contest, the pur¬ 
pose of which is to further public 
understanding of the UN’s aims and 
functions. 

Registration by Feb. 1 

Schools wishing to take part must 
have registered by February 1. Each 
school will receive a free study kit 
containing the pamphlets “The UN 
—What It Is” by David Cushman 
Coyle, “The United Nations in a 
Developing World” by Vera Micheles 
Dean, and other material on disarma¬ 
ment and technical assistance through 
the UN. Additional booklets may be 
purchased for 25^ each. 

Exam on March 7 

Entrants will be given a written 
examination of short answer and 
essay questions on March 7. Papers 
will be judged on “correctness of an¬ 
swers and the student’s understand¬ 
ing and ability to express himself 
with regard to the United Nations.” 

The two best papers from Wingate 
will be sent to the AAUN. Local and 
state winners will be announced in 
May; national winners in June. 


By Sandi Friedman 
and Michael Gold 

A precedent-making January grad¬ 
uation took place in the Wingate 
auditorium on January 31, 1963. The 
traditional brunch was replaced by 
a graduates’ assembly and one hun¬ 
dred sixty seniors received their di¬ 
plomas and recited the Ephebic Oath. 

According to Mr. Harry Zeiger, 
Senior Class faculty advisor, “Mr. 
Driscoll’s consideration for students 
is responsible for the formal gradua¬ 
tion we had this year. Because of 
the one-year promotion policy now 
in effect, a January graduation was 
irregular. Since it came during the 
busiest part of the school year, it 
was difficult to prepare. The adminis¬ 
tration, despite these objections, pre¬ 
pared a simple, dignified ceremony 
which was sure to satisfy all stu¬ 
dents. Two tickets were given to each 
graduating student.” 

As a result of student requests, the 
Senior Class officers, along with the 
G.O. officers and Mr. Zeiger had pre¬ 
sented the arguments to Mr. Driscoll 
and the administration. 

The highlights of the agenda were 
speeches given by Mr. Driscoll, Le¬ 
nore Schwartz, who was valedictorian 
with an average of 96.0, and Michael 
Hausfeld, the salutatorian, whose 
average was 93.033. 

According to Mrs. Silver, the Jan¬ 
uary graduates are considered a part 
of the 1963 graduating class, and all 
of the graduates are eligible for the 
scholarship and service awards which 
are to be presented at the graduation 
ceremony in June. There were four 
Co-operation in Government awards 
given at the January graduation. 
They were received by Michael Haus¬ 
feld, Willa Linoff, Jay C. Polmar and 
Arlene Shenkman. 

-o- 

Ford Plant Tour 
Widens “Horizons” 

By Alan Nahoum 

The Ford Assembly Plant in Mah- 
wah, New Jersey, was the subject of 
a tour by a group of Wingate stu¬ 
dents, Friday, January 11. 

The trip was part of Wingate’s 
Higher Horizons program and was 
planned with the help of Mr. Ben¬ 
jamin Gold, Industrial Arts De¬ 
partment Chairman, and Mrs. Ellen 
McCatty, the counselor in charge of 
Higher Horizons. It was supervised 
by Wingate teachers Messrs. Alvin 
Purvis, Alex Ball, and Morton Albert. 

The tour through the largest auto¬ 
mobile assembly plant in the world 
was guide-conducted. Mr. Purvis 
called the plant “the ultimate in 
mechanization,” and encouraged other 
students to visit the plant on their 
own. 























































Page Two 


WINGATE WORLD 


February 7, 1963 


‘World’ Opinion; 

Senior Weekend: 

An Evaluation 

Seventy-one Wingate seniors, under the supervision 
of four adult chaperones, spent the weekend of Janu¬ 
ary 4-6 at the Raleigh Hotel in South Fallsburgh, N. Y. 
This senior weekend, as it was unwisely termed, has 
been the springboard for controversial tremors within 
the walls of Wingate. 

A constructive evaluation of the weekend requires 
that we examine it closely from two major standpoints. 
In the midst of all critical comments and general feel¬ 
ing against the senior weekend we must not fail to 
recognize the great measure of potential good in an 
aifair such as this. Those who attended the weekend 
came to know and understand each other to a much 
greater extent than they did previously. The result was 
a valuable social experience which created a lasting 
feeling of closeness among its participants. In fact, we 
consider this sort of an experience to be as integral a 
part of a general education as anything school can offer 
during a comparable period of time. 

The “evils” of the senior weekend emanated not 
from the idea of the weekend but from the manner in 
which this idea was developed and carried through. 
There are well over 900 students in the senior class at 
Wingate. These students are drawn from a variety of 
economic and social backgrounds. Any official class 
function should be designed to consolidate different 
groups into one. The emphasis which the $41 cost of 
the weekend placed on the financial aspects of the social 
order can lead only to further withdrawal into two 
major groups: financially, those who have and those 
who have not; socially, those with liberal parents and 
those whose parents take a more conservative view of 
“togetherness” and the methods by which it may be 
achieved. 

Another reflection of the trip’s unwise planning is 
the fact that it began on the morning of Friday, Jan¬ 
uary 4 and so involved cutting a day of school. We 
made mention earlier of the educational value of the 
senior weekend. This brings into play individual inter¬ 
pretation of the word education—social and practical 
education as opposed to academic education. There is, 
regardless of interpretation, no legal justification for 
- cutting and we feel that the trip, no matter what its’ 
value, should not have taken precedence over a day 
of classes. The administration’s initial reaction was 
unfavorable to say the least and there was some talk 
of mass suspension and legal action against parents 
of students who were on the weekend. The school 
did not and could not in all conscience sanction the 
senior weekend for it would involve taking an un¬ 
reasonable amount of responsibility. Before passing 
any harsh judgments on the students involved it 
should, however, be pointed out that they did not com¬ 
prise a group of chronic offenders whose actions 
were undertaken maliciously but were, rather, simply 
normal adolescents who were out to have a good time 
at what seemed no one else’s expense. 

We do not feel that future trips of this nature 
should be totally abandoned. However, two major modi¬ 
fications should be made. First, the trips should be¬ 
gin on a Friday after school or on a Friday when 
there is no school. Second, if a group wishes to or¬ 
ganize something of this sort it should not be called 
a senior weekend and outlined as one of the high points 
of the senior social calendar. In addition, other out¬ 
ings more within the general reach of the student 
body should be planned. We only hope that future 
seniors will learn from our mistakes. 
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“Unexpurgated ?” 



By Roslyn Cowman 
and Estel Gutman 


Cramming Won’t Help When . . . 

On March 9 and 10 frenzy will once 
again overtake Wingate. Both days 
will be nerve-wracking for students 
throughout the country who will be 
taking The National Merit Qualifying 
Scholarship Tests. Nine hundred 
awards will be given ranging from 
$100 to complete college tuition. In 
New York it is hardest to win such 
a scholarship—so good luck! 

Gold Gives Silver . . . 

Achievement awards, in the form 
of silver pins and engraved certif¬ 
icates, will be distributed at the end 
of this term by Mr. Benjamin Gold 
to outstanding Industrial Arts stu¬ 
dents. 

It’s Not Safe Cracking . . . 

If you have any intentions of crack¬ 
ing the safe on the ground floor of 
the Arts Building, you’d better take 
a second look at the sign of caution. 
It reads: “Records and papers only 
are kept in this vault—no valuables 
are in this vault.” 

Diverticulitis Came To . . . 

Mr. Richard Miner, G.O. Faculty 
Adviser, who was hospitalized for 
nine days during the month of De¬ 
cember. He underwent treatment for 
diverticulitis—you medic fans know 
it to be an intestinal disorder. Wel¬ 
come back, Mr. Miner! 

Twangers Join . . . 

The Folk Singing Club has re¬ 
sumed meetings on Wednesday after 
the eighth period. A new program be¬ 
ing instituted will include some in¬ 
struction in guitar and other in¬ 
struments. 

Thanks . . . 

The Parents Association and the 
fund-raising chairman “wish to thank 
the members of the Fellowship Organ¬ 
ization who helped sell refreshments 
during the Sing performances.” 


Letter to the Editor 


To the Editor of the Wingate World: 

I would like to comment on your 
article concerning the G.O.’s use of 
voting machines last June, as printed 
in the October issue. 

This article describes the students’ 
“full twenty second demonstration 
on how the machine works—not to 
mention an additional five seconds to 
vote.” This description, even though 
not entirely accurate, pictured voting 
day pretty well. Although the voting 
machines were not a total success, 
we should not abandon them. 

First of all, we must look at the 
value of voting machines. Wingate 
High School was the first high school 
in the city to use machines—a feat 
in itself, and a milestone in our edu¬ 
cation. We are brought up in a so¬ 
ciety with democratic ideals—that is, 
in one respect, we choose our own 
leaders. We are taught (by such 
school elections) that our one vote 
is, indeed, very important. In Win¬ 
gate we are prepared for that life 
outside. The use of these voting ma¬ 
chines shows us (or it should—if we 
act realistically and intelligently) 
that our vote is being counted and 
does mean a lot. It also gives the 
voter a responsibility. We must de¬ 
cide upon our choice of candidates 
before we enter the booth—to assure 
a premeditated, considered and in¬ 
telligent vote. 

Since this was the first time we 
used the machines and there was not 
much time, the school had the prob¬ 
lem of orienting us on its use. This 
was done in a rather pell-mell fashion 
(the 20-second demonstration). If we 
are going to vote correctly we should 
be taught explicitly to use the voting 
machine. I suggest that our social 
studies class, where our democratic 
heritage is most emphasized, should 
be our place of learning. To give up 
five minutes for a recitation that is 
highly important and not too removed 
(if at all) from the basic learning 
material, should not be refused. 

With the choice of our candidate 
made and our understanding of the 
voting machine, we can enjoy this 
unique opportunity as part of Win¬ 
gate’s educational facilities as a step¬ 
ping stone of knowledge. 

—Jerry Goldfeder, 
Junior Class President 


A Message From the G.O . President 

When we were approached by you, the students, for a dance, folk singing 
club, rifle club and football team, we of the G.O. set to work. 

A few weeks ago, every interested student took part in a school-wide 
referendum. The G.O. was hoping to use the results of the voting to guide 
us in the spring term. By putting vital issues to you, we are assured of work¬ 
ing toward those programs that you want us to achieve. 

What can we look forward to in the coming term? In recent years club 
activity has slowed down. Because of a G.O. investigation, there will be 
accelerated club activities. School dances will be conducted in accordance 
with your suggestions. G.O. committees will be meeting frequently to inves¬ 
tigate the establishment of a Wingate football team. Work will be started this 
term to avoid probable disagreement concerning next year’s Sing, and we 
hope to be host to foreign students sent here to observe the United States. 

We plan on having an eventful and rewarding spring term. With your 
cooperation and suggestions we will achieve these goals. 

Edwin Roy Cook, G.O. President 


The Wingate Scenes 



Well, it’s over. Think back. Yes, think back on your 
glorious seventh term, seniors. Recall, if you can, that 
first day in September when you joked about how light 
school would be this year. Recall all the holidays that 
came out on Saturday, the quizzes, the reports, the 
uniforms, the Regents, the College Boards (ugh!!), 
college applications, Sing (oops!) and that godsend 
(not the senior weekend), the Christmas vacation. 

It was a vacation which gave many of us the oppor¬ 
tunity to do what we wanted. But, alas, there were 
those who had no time to sleep, no time to recover from 
the cafeteria food (with soap it’s loaded). 

With these unfortunates we concern ourselves here. 
For they were the brave few who ventured to campuses 
near and far for their college interviews. You can see 
them now in hallways—those who managed to return— 
and you should have little trouble identifying them. 
The majority drift about silently with pale, ashen looks. 
A few whimper occasionally and a very few maintain 
a frozen ear-to-ear grin. 

When you watch for an interview victim be sure not 
to confuse him with the College Board victim, who is 

usually a bit greener. 

* * * 

The interview victim has a grave tale to tell and 
usually begins by damning the day he applied to an out 
of town college. Finally, he talks his way to the inter¬ 
view itself and reveals his experience: 

“. . . The interviewer was so tall and strong it scared 
me. His handshake would have crushed me but my 
hand was too slippery. He said, ‘Sit down,’ and pointed 
to a foamy chair. I sank into the cushion and when he 
smiled and I saw his teeth, I tried to bury myself even 
deeper. He sat down and I almost relaxed. 

“Then he said, ‘In view of Emerson, Thoreau and the 
general transcendentalistic movement of the period, 
what do you think is the theme of Moby DickV I smiled. 
I said, ‘My name is Harvey Hockfritz and I live in 
Crown Heights.’ 

“He sighed. Then he said, ‘Do you like Salinger? 

... Golding? ... Heller?.. .’ I said, ‘My name is-.’ 

He cut me off and said, ‘Do you read?’ I said, ‘Well, 
there’s this Mickey Spillane novel that’s just terrific. 
He said, ‘That’s nice.’ 

“Then he asked me why I had a hangnail on my left 
pinky. I was so numb I couldn’t even find my left 
pinky. After that I think he asked me about school— 
what I liked or didn’t like. He asked why I wanted to 
go to the college and what were my interests. I wanted 
to tell him about the new issue of Playboy but I figured 
he’d get mad, like about Mickey Spillane. Besides, I 
figured he must have read it anyway. 

“He asked me my marks and test scores and then he 
smiled. He said, ‘You want to go to college?’ This up¬ 
set me. I think I blacked out because the next thing I 
remember he asked me if I had any questions. I said, 

‘Yes. How do you get out of here?’ ” 

* * * 

Well, the victim has told his tale. He is on his way 
to obtain an application to Brooklyn College. 


The Principal's Corner 

In this computerized, automated, mass production 
world of ours, many of us sense the danger that we 
may be smothered in an avalanche of statistical reports 
and impersonal decisions. More and more we find that 
commentators on the national and world scenes are con¬ 
cerned with political and economic trends that develop 
out of the interaction of tremendously large groups, 
each of which supposedly pressures for the interests 
of all its faceless members. When political wise men 
weigh the chances of a candidate or of a proposed 
piece of legislation, they count the totals of groups of 
the population that will support or oppose the man or 
the bill. The individual appears to be simply a unit for 
statistical research. 

If you object to becoming simply a number, an 
homogenized member of a group, there is no need to 
dramatize your revulsion by becoming a rebel or a 
beatnik. Rebels and beatniks are conformers too, al¬ 
though they conform to the standards of groups that 
are fortunately small. The way out of anonymity is 
the reasonable, if difficult, path of cultivating one’s 
own mind, constructing one’s own convictions, and de¬ 
veloping one’s own sense of responsibility. 

This is a difficult way because it demands study, 
thought, will and action. The best of the past along 
with the new learning of the present have to be mas¬ 
tered. Knowledge must be accumulated and the capa¬ 
city to interpret facts and weigh contending positions 
must be exercised. Standards must be erected and 
adhered to if self-responsibility is to grow. This is 
the way to become a person, rather than merely an 
individual to be counted by statisticians. 

Paul Driscoll, Principal 
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“Electra” 



By Allen Joel Tishman 




The movie , “Electra” is a screen 
version of Euripides’ classic play, 
also entitled “Electra,” which was 
written over 2,000 years ago. It is a 
tale of murder, vengeance, and adult¬ 
ery, whose theme still has a powerful 
impact after 23 centuries. 

The story takes place in Greece, a 
short time after the Trojan War. 
During the war, the Greek queen, 
Clytemnestra, had acquired a lover 
named Aegisthus, while her husband, 
King Agamemnon, was away at the 
battles. When Agamemnon returned 
triumphant he was murdered by the 
Queen and her lover. Agamemnon’s 
children, his daughter Electra and 
his son Orestes, were then exiled 
from the palace by Aegisthus. The 
rest of the story centers around the 
struggles of Electra and her brother 
Orestes as they seek revenge against 
their evil mother (Clytemnestra) and 
her lover. 

After some time of personal hard¬ 
ships, Orestes returns and assassi¬ 
nates Aegisthus. Orestes and Electra 
then trick the Queen into coming to 
meet them in a small village, where 
they plan to kill her too. However, 
they become undecided as to whether 
or not they should carry out their plan, 
because they do not like the idea of 
killing their own mother. But the 
sorrow for their bereaved father is 
greater than the love for their mother. 
After they eventually do kill her, the 
film vividly displays the horror of 
the deed and the torment which they 
must endure. It has the people of the 
village and the blood-covered brother 
and sister screaming in dread and 
disbelief at what has been done. 
Birds hurriedly fly away, the very 
earth seems to shake, and the winds 
cease to blow. Thick 'black clouds 
darken the sky, shutting out the rays 
of light and hope and seeming to hide 


the forsaken place from the angry 
gods. 

The tragedy ends with the realiza¬ 
tion by Electra and Orestes that they 
are damned, that their lives are shat¬ 
tered, and that they will roam the 
land unable to be at peace with 
themselves or others. 

Anyone who saw it must have felt 
Euripides condemning any form of 
murder, no matter whatever reason 
prompts it. He showed the constant 
cycle of man’s evil, that evil commit¬ 
ted by a person eventually returns in 
some form to do that person harm. 
In the movie, none of the characters 
escapes the consequences of the evil 
deeds which he commits. 

In the previous issue of this paper, 
the film “Mutiny On the Bounty” 
was criticized for being an epic film. 
Many of our present day American 
films deserve the label of “epics,” for 
they are almost nothing more than 
expensive spectaculars, which exag¬ 
gerate and distort history in order to 
be a success at the box office. They 
show little regard for the intelligence 
of the movie-goers, and they would 
sooner end with the valiant hero em¬ 
bracing his sweetheart "than with any 
kind of a theme or moral. 

American film companies would be 
wise to take some lessons in movie¬ 
making from their European counter¬ 
parts, who often achieve worthwhile 
productions on low budgets, as evi¬ 
denced by Michael Cacoyannis’ pro¬ 
duction of “Electra.” It has been 
widely acclaimed by magazine and 
newspaper critics as one of the Ten 
Best Films of the Year, yet it was 
produced on a budget under a quar¬ 
ter of a million dollars. This is quite 
a difference from anything similar to 
“Mutiny On The Bounty,” which was 
an artistic failure despite its several 
million dollar cost. 


‘Spectrum’ Reflects Vital Theme, 

But It Needs More Originality 


By Jeffrey Gimprich 

Reading Spectrum this year is no 
different from reading Spectrum last 
year, or from reading it the year be¬ 
fore that. Each year, when the lit¬ 
erary giants of Wingate band to¬ 
gether to place their masterpieces of 
short stories, poems, and essays in an 
anthology, a product is turned out 
which, for some strange reason, seems 
like an updated version of the previ¬ 
ous issue. 

‘Spectrum’ Lacks Originality 

To be sure, Spectrum is a moving 
and fitting tribute to the ability of 
the high school student to turn out 
fine writing, and most of the writing 
in this current issue is very fine. How¬ 
ever, there seems to be a certain 
block for any high school publication 
of this kind which prevents its con¬ 
tributors from creating a truly orig¬ 
inal piece of writing. This is no doubt 
because of the limited field of human 
experience to which the average stu¬ 
dent on the high school level is ex¬ 
posed. Perhaps the creative skills of 
the students are hampered because of 
their attempts to have all the stones 
revolve about the same central theme. 

But Spectrum is not expected to 
be an example of diversity or perfec¬ 
tion in its writing—it is primarily a 
testing ground for young talent and a 
display case for the literary accom¬ 
plishments of Wingaters. It is in 
light of these facts that the quality of 
Spectrum must be considered. 

The short stories, by their very 
nature, are most subject to this lack 
of experience. They deal most inti¬ 
mately with people and the world. All 
of them deal with teen-agers and 
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their problems, with which our 
young authors are most familiar. A 
certain conformity between the stories 
in this issue can be noted. The trend 
in Spectrum seems to be toward the 
J.D. Salinger style. All the short 
stories are fine works which hold the 
interest of the reader well, and which 
provoke much thought about the theme 
they reflect, “What problems do to¬ 
day’s youth face concerning social 
situations and the immediacy of the 
world situation?” 

Stories Serve As Warnings 

Most of the stories not only reflect 
the many problems of today’s younger 
generation, but they also seem to be 
advising all of us to reevaluate our 
own motives and to realize our own 
problems. Every one of the stories 
which expressed that vital theme 
ended with the main character failing 
to realize his problems early enough 
and consequently failing to solve them 
or at least face up to them. This 
serves as a warning to the readers 
that they can share the same fate un¬ 
less they are true to themselves. 

All this points toward one inevit¬ 
able conclusion. Spectrum has a defi¬ 
nite place and purpose. Its place is 
to show Wingaters and, indeed, the 
whole world that a high school stu¬ 
dent can be creative. Its purpose is to 
train the writers of tomorrow for 
their possible careers in writing 
Although Spectmim may not be an 
example of diversity in its material 
it should continue publication as a 
valuable aid to the writer and to 
the entire student body. 




Students Questioned 
On Value of Sing 

By Celina Goldwag 
and Susan Bloch 

Many opinions have been expressed 
concerning the matter of Sing parti¬ 
cipation and its effect on schoolwork. 
Some argue that studies are inter¬ 
rupted, both at home and in school, by 
Sing. Others say that Sing is not 
only a rewarding cultural experience, 
but it is also economically profitable 
to the school and therefore should be 
allowed to continue. We have made a 
survey of this controversial topic by 
asking the following question: 

Do you think the achievements of 
Sing are worth the academic sacri¬ 
fices of the students participating? 

Here are some of the opinions ex¬ 
pressed : 

Jackie Warden, 7-10 . 

Yes. Even though 
you have to sacrifice 
a lot of time, the 
accomplishments of 
S ing: brotherhood 
and learning to 
work with others, 
are worth it. These 
are things you can’t learn in books. 
Gilbert Fishman, 5-17 

I don’t think that 
being in Sing, as I 
was, is an academic 
I sacrifice. Someone 
| who is conscientious 
| will do his work 
| even though partici¬ 
pating in Sing. Time 
cari be found if the student is deter¬ 
mined. Sing builds up school spirit, 
and helps finance many of our school 
activities. 

Marjorie Sandler, 5-10 

Yes. I think the 
Sing is worthwhile 
because it has 
brought me closer to 
my class. I seem to 
know more people, 
and I didn’t have to 
sacrifice much in my 
academic studies. Sing is just one of 
Wingate’s extra-curricular activities, 
and we all have to learn how to man¬ 
age our time so we can take part in 
these things. 

Carol Marcoccio, 5-30 
Even though I am one of those who 
sacrificed her marks while working 
on scenery, I still feel it was worth 
it because of the enjoyment I got out 
of seeing something I had accom¬ 
plished on stage, and winning felt 
wonderful! 

Joel Rosenberg, 3-32 

Yes, definitely. 
Sing is a very re¬ 
warding experience 
in social and educa¬ 
tional cooperation 
for all the students 
involved, and the re¬ 
sult is a proud stu¬ 
dent body, with improved school 
spirit. Besides, any students who 
really have the desire can find time 
for both their schoolwork and parti¬ 
cipation in Sing. 

Lee Miller, 7-16 

No, because there 
are too many nights 
and days when you 
can’t do your home¬ 
work. The sacrifice 
isn’t worth the 
three-night perform¬ 
ance, which is soon 
forgotten. 

Irene Chernow, 5-17 

- 5 Sing is worth join- 
f 1 ing because it brings 
out school spirit and 
binds us to our 
school. However, 
since it is put on 
right before uni- 
— forms, a conflict de¬ 

velops between studying and partici¬ 
pating in Sing. Therefore, many of 
us who were in Sing fell down in our 
marks. Sing should be put on at a 
time when there will be no conflicting 
major exams. 






Ronald Cotliar Chosen 
‘Student of the Month’ 


Freedom Rider Talks To 

Human Relations Club 


By Ruth Weissberg 
and Susan Rosenberg 
Wingate’s Human Relations Club 
had the honor of presenting Mr. 
James Peck, a Freedom Rider, as a 
guest speaker on December 14. Mr. 
Peck has participated in a number of 
Freedom Rides through the South 
during the last 15 years and is the 
author of a new book entitled “Free¬ 
dom Ride.” These bus trips have been 
sponsored by the Congress of Racial 
Equality, an organization that is 
working to promote integration 
through non-violent action. 

Mr. Peck, whose thin, frail appear¬ 
ance shocked many members of his 
audience, related a number of his ex¬ 
periences on Freedom Rides. The 
achievements of these expeditions in¬ 
clude the desegregation of restaurants 
along United States Route 40, which 
is traveled by many United Nations 
delegates riding between New York 
and Washington D.C. 

After his speech, Mr. Peck an¬ 
swered questions posed by members of 
the audience. One girl asked what 
she, a high school student, could do 
to further integration without actual¬ 
ly going on a Freedom Ride. He 
suggested that she work ”6uth CORE 
student groups and attend demon¬ 
strations as well as helping to con¬ 
tribute much-needed funds. 

The members of the Human Rela¬ 
tions Club agreed that Mr. Peck’s 
lecture was a very profitable experi¬ 
ence for all involved. 


Junior Journalists 
Create Mock Paper 



By Phyllis Shub and Gwendolyn Holmes 

The basic ingredients for the all around student include more than just 
bookwormish study. Senior Ronald Cotliar, Wingate’s “Student of the 
Month” for January, finds that he must limit his burrowing in books to one 

and a half hours 
daily. It’s how he 
spends the other 
22*4 hours that has 
earned him his lat¬ 
est title. He was 
chosen as Wingate’s 
“Student of the 
Month” because of his scholastic abil¬ 
ity, magnetic personality, and many 
services to the school and community. 

Ronald, of class 7-20, has merited 
this honor by becoming G.O. Commis¬ 
sioner and Editor of Sing Journal. 
His outside activities include research 
in therapeutic surgery, and hospital 
cancer work. Among his achieve¬ 
ments is a grant from the National 
Science Foundation and first prize in 
the New York City Science Fair. 

The idea of nominating a “Student 
of the Month” was contributed by the 
Brooklyn Borough Student Council. 
After being chosen by Wingate’s Sen¬ 
ate on January 10, Ronald has gone 
on to compete with students from 
three other schools for the title of 
“Borough Student of the Month.” 

Despite Ronald’s impressive schol¬ 
arly record, he finds enough time for 
boys’ two most common pastimes, 
playing ball and dating; in no respec¬ 
tive order. His sports change with 
the season, but all year ’round this 
“Student of the Month” likes his girls 
cute and collegiate, with a bit of in¬ 
tellect combined into a petite frame. 

The bespectacled, sandy haired stu¬ 
dent has thus far maintained a 90% 
average, and he hopes to gain en¬ 
trance at either Columbia, Colgate, or 
Michigan University. His ambition 
is to enter the field of medicine. When 
questioned about Drs. Kildare and 
Casey he stated, “The public’s concep¬ 
tion of doctors is distorted.” Ronald 
does not expect his medical career to 
consist of the glamour and romance 
which is portrayed by television. 


By Gil Thurm 
and Joe Ross 

“Stop the presses!” was the cry in 
C243 on Monday, December 10, when 
the journalism class of Wingate High 
School was informed by Mr. Ernest 
Seligmann, their teacher, that a mock 
newspaper had to be produced by 
Friday, with all members of the class 
pitching in. The class had been 
schooled in all the various principles 
of a newspaper but now they had to 
materialize these principles. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Seligmann, who 
is also the faculty advisor for the 
Wingate World, divided the 35 mem¬ 
bers of the journalism class into four 
groups. These groups formed the 
news, editorial, feature, and sports 
staffs for this mock issue. 

When the four editors were elected, 
they did not know what they were in 
for. These “fortunates” assigned a 
topic to each writer within the four 
groups. With all the bellyaching go¬ 
ing on, a doctor instead of an editor 
might have been more appropriate. 

On the next day, the writers 
brought in their stories, swapped 
them with their fellow scribes, and 
editing took place. 

On Thursday, the day before dead¬ 
line, the pressure began to show on 
the “sweat-laden” brows of all con¬ 
cerned. Cramming hours of work into" 
a mere 40 minute period, the com¬ 
mittees finished the complete layout 
and all of the headlines of this true- 
to-life mock newspaper. 

The day of reckoning arrived on 
Friday when all of the work was 
pooled and handed in to Mr. Selig¬ 
mann. The students enjoyed their 
assignment. It prepared them for 
what they call the “big time”—the 
Wingate World. 


Co-op Coordinator 
Becomes Columnist 

By Cynthia Lehr 
and Irene Fein 

One of the most unusual people at 
Wingate High School is Dr. Morris 
Mandel. No history of our school 
would be complete unless it reserved 
a prominent place for this outstand¬ 
ing individual. 

The secret of Dr. Mandel’s success 
is his driving energy. Any early ris¬ 
ing student can find him at his desk 
at 7:30 A.M. During the school year 
he finds time to travel around the 
country giving lectures and conduct¬ 
ing group guidance courses for par¬ 
ents. He has written five books deal¬ 
ing with law and psychology and has 
recently become a columnist for the 
Brooklyn Daily. In his column, en¬ 
titled “Human Emotions,” he answers 
letters sent in to him by readers. 

Dr. Mandel’s service to Wingate 
pre-dates the actual construction of 
the school itself. As an early “pion- 
neer’ he helped Dr. Woolf Colvin or¬ 
ganize the school and remained to 
serve Wingate with energy and en¬ 
thusiasm. He was present at the in¬ 
ception of the Business Department 
and was its acting chairman at one 
time. He is best known, however, for 
his contributions to Wingate as a 
guidance counselor and coordinator 
of the Cooperative Program. 

Dr. Mandel is a graduate of St. 
John’s University and has a degree 
in psychology from the Adler Insti¬ 
tute of Individual Psychology. 

Psychology has been the guiding 
force in Dr. Mandel’s life. His skill 
and knowledge in this field will leave 
their beneficial effects on the lives of 
a large number of Wingate students. 
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General ly Speaking 


By Barry Fishier 


The millenium has at last arrived! After countless years of frustration, 
the Wingate student body has arisen and declared its beliefs. By an over¬ 
whelming margin of victory the banjo-ites have voted for a football team 
to wear the red and white. 

But, the decision is not ours. We have pledged to support a team but 
Mr. Driscoll must hand down the final ruling. 

When our principal came to this school he instituted a series of monthly 
meetings with the heads of student government. This was a giant step in 
the right direction. He said he would look into our lack of a team. This 
was another step. Now, the most important step of all has been taken. 

In a previous column, in asking for a referendum, a prediction (which 
wasn’t too difficult to make) stated that the students of this school would 
sweep in a football team by a landslide. As is known, this has happened. 
But, what will happen now? 

I am sure Mr. Driscoll is aware of what a team would do for student 
morale. I am also sure he is equally aware of what a refusal, in light of the 
referendum, would do to student morale. 

This reporter is cognizant of the fact that our potential gridders will 
take it on the chin for a couple of years. But this should not militate against 
the teanTs chances of being born. 

We hope his decision will be the proper one. 

* * * 

In the track department, Wingate’s own William Conway has been burn¬ 
ing up the boards with his flying feet. 

Early this season William placed first in the 300 yard dash at the AAU 
Development Meet held at the 68th Regiment Armory here in New York. 

On January 12, wearing the AAU silks, he placed first in the 500 yard 
dash at the Knights of Columbus Meet in Boston. In the same meet, he was 
a member of the winning mile relay team. 

Both of these meets attracted really top flight talent, and to do so well 
in both of them really takes something. 

* * * 

On January 15, the PSAL Games Committee met to decide on the ques¬ 
tion of whether or not Brooklyn Division II, because of its superior overall 
strength, deserved another playoff berth. The committee ruled negatively 
and as it stands now only one team from each division will be entered. 

The PSAL Basketball Playoffs schedule has been released and reads as 
follows: 

The semifinals will be held on Tuesday afternoon, March 6 and the finals 
on Friday evening, March 9. The division bracket is considered at the 
moment to be “classified information.” 


Bowlers Place 4th 
After Fast Start 


By Steve Feldman 

After being engaged in a first place 
tie with Tilden High School, the 
Wingate bowling team, coached by 
Mr. Benjamin Gold, terminated its 
season in a deceptive fourth place 
finish with a 7-4-1 record. Finishing 
ahead of Wingate were divisional win¬ 
ner Tilden (8-3-1), and tied for sec¬ 
ond place with identical records of 
8-4 were Madison and Erasmus. 

The Wingate team got off to a 
brilliant start, finishing the first half 
of the season with a 4-1-1 record. At 
this point Wingate was in sole pos¬ 
session of first place. But it was the 
second half of the season, more spe¬ 
cifically the last third, that proved 
to be Wingate’s undoing, as the team 
finished by losing three out of its last 
four matches. 

Bubble Bursts 

In what proved to be the beginning 
of the end for the team, Wingate was 
swamped by second place Madison. 
However, sparked by Robert Schneider 
who rolled a team high of 254, Win¬ 
gate came back to defeat Midwood, 
only to lose its two remaining match¬ 
es. In a very close match (the actual 
margin in one game was ten pins), 
Wingate first lost to Alexander 
Hamilton and then, Erasmus pinned 
on Wingate its first loss at home. It 
was this match which proved to be 
the crucial one as Wingate, at this 
point, was still tied with Tilden for 
first place. If Wingate had beaten 
Erasmus the result could have been 
a first place tie with Tilden instead 
of a fourth place finish. 

Returning next year to the team 
will be Vinnie Bisignano, Tony Giasi, 
Richie Mauro, and Robert Schneider. 


Generals Defeated by Erasmus 59-34; 
Chances of Playoff Finish Look Dim 


By Stanley Zalen 

A '59-34 defeat at the hands of 
Erasmus on January 11 seriously 
dampened any chance Wingate had 
of repeating its first-place division 
finish of last year. The loss, our sec¬ 
ond to Erasmus, left the Generals 
with a record of four victories and 
three defeats, three games behind the 
pace-setting Dutchmen, with five 
league games remaining. 

The Generals rebounded from their 
two early losses to Boys and Erasmus 
by ripping off four straight victories, 
beginning with a 67-51 victory over 
Jefferson at home on December 14. 
The Jeffs were clearly outclassed as 
Wingate took an early lead which 
was never relinquished. The score was 
narrowed, however, to 15-13 at the 
end of the first period. Baskets by 
Mel Lawson and Jeff Melish were 
counteracted by a number of driving 
layups by Jefferson. 

Led by Melish, Fisher, and Capers, 
the Generals surged to a 37-25 half¬ 
time lead. A full court press applied 
by Jefferson in the third period had 
its effect, however, as Wingate’s lead 
dwindled to 5 points. Riesenberg, who 
had been sitting out the game be¬ 
cause of a recent shoulder injury, 
came in to lead the team the rest of 
the way to a comfortable victory. 

Scoring honors were' well divided, 
led as usual by Fisher, with 20 points, 
followed by Capers with 17, Melish 
with 16, and Lawson with 10. Capers, 
Lawson, and George Gaffney did fine 
jobs rebounding, and Riesenberg was 
instrumental in the backcourt. 

Tech Swamped By Generals 

The Generals had little trouble in 
disposing of Brooklyn Tech by a 70-44 
score in an away game on December 
18. Wingate utilized fast breaks and 
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Generals control opening tap at Erasmus game. 


a defense that held the Engineers com¬ 
pletely scoreless in the second quarter 
to move far ahead. High scorer was 
Lawson, who combined with Capers 
to dominate the backboards. 

Wingate’s third straight victim was 
Tilden, by a 70-58 score. High scorer 
was again Allan Fisher. 

At home on January 4, the Gen¬ 
erals made Midwood victim number 
four. With Wingate holding the Mid¬ 
dies to a bare seven points, the Gen¬ 
erals roared to a 21-7 first quarter 
lead. The Generals tried to slow down 
the pace, but Midwood began to hit as 
they solved Wingate’s zone defense 
Early in the third quarter, Midwood 
finally pulled into a 33-33 tie. At 
37-37, baskets by Jeff Melish and 
George Gaffney regained the lead 
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permanently for Wingate. The final 
score was 70-53. 

For the key game against Erasmus, 
the Generals were hurt by the ab¬ 
sence of their top scorer, A1 Fisher, 
who was (and is) out with a torn 
ligament. 

The game turned into a complete 
rout in the fourth quarter, with Eras¬ 
mus almost scoring at will. The final 
score was 59-34, favor of Erasmus. 
Top scorers for Wingate were Law- 
son and Melish with ten points each. 


Shuman Racket Tops In City; 
Courts High School Championship 


By Kenny Turan 


Tennis is one of those sports that 
people seem to relegate to posh coun¬ 
try clubs and the like, a game to be 
played either by millionaire stock¬ 
brokers on their weekends off or by 
little red-headed men from Australia. 
Exotic as this may sound, it is far 
from the truth. In reality tennis is a 
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Tennis Champ Jackie Shuman. 


fast, exciting, and demanding sport, 
which can be played by anyone who 
can get his hands on a racket. And 
what will probably be even more of 
a shock to Wingate students is the 
fact that residing within our circular 
halls is one of the best high school 
tennis players in New York. His 
name is Jackie Shuman. 

Many Tournament Victories 
Jackie is now in his fourth year 
of varsity play at Wingate, his second 
as captain of the team. His list of 
tournament victories is rather long, 
but there are some standouts. When 
he was a sophomore he won the 
PSAL Interscholastic Doubles 
Match, teaming up with another of 


Wingate’s gifted tennis players, Steve 
Rubell. He has represented the East 
in the Junior Davis Cup. He won the 
Citywide Championship for ages 19 
and under when he was 16. Last year 
he won the PSAL Indoor Champion¬ 
ship and finished second in the out¬ 
door. This year he again won the in¬ 
door title and is looking forward with 
confidence to the coming outdoor 
meet, a victory which could make him 
the semi-official high school champion 
of the city. 

Although the product of a sports- 
minded family, Jackie came late to 
tennis. He started to play when he 
was in the eighth grade, encouraged 
by his parents, who insisted that he 
become proficient in one sport to 
facilitate his getting into college. He 
now plays tennis seven days a week, 
shoveling snow and brushing rain off 
the court when necessary. His best 
shot is his backhand and he credits 
tennis coach Mr. Morris Light with 
changing his style of play from de¬ 
fensive to offensive. 

Active Part in School Affairs 

Despite all of this, or perhaps be¬ 
cause of it, Jackie finds himself great¬ 
ly involved in school affairs. He is an 
Associate Justice on the Student 
Court and was a candidate for the 
office of Junior Class President. He 
has done well scholastically also, be¬ 
ing one of the eleven Wingaters to 
win National Merit Society Letters 
of Commendation this year. 

As far as his future plans go, 
Jackie does not envision a career in 
tennis. He is planning to attend either 
Cornell or N.Y.U. and is undecided 
about a vocation, but is considering 
both • medicine and political science. 
Tennis will not, however, be entirely 
forgotten. Jackie plans to play inter- 
collegiately, in local tournaments, and 
also would like to compete in the 
National Singles Championship held 
annually at Forest Hills. 


Alt-men Reach Halfway Mark; 
Rack-Up Impressive Record 


By Bruce Pasternack 

The Wingate track team, coached 
by Mr. Donald Altman, is in the mid¬ 
dle of what can be called a very" im¬ 
pressive season. 

The indoor track season opened on 
December 8 with the Catholic High 
School Relay Carnival. In the only 
event for P.S.A.L. schools, Wingate 
placed fourth in a medley relay, 
breaking the old school record by four 
seconds with a time of 3:42.2. The 
team consisted of Leroy Evans, Rus¬ 
sell Parker, Richard Mitchell, and 
Eric Seale in the 440, 220, 220 and 
880 yard legs, respectively. The com¬ 
petition was so great that even 
though we broke the school record, 
we still placed fourth. 

Bishop Loughlin Meet 

The second indoor meet was the 
Bishop Loughlin Meet, held at the 
168th Street Armory on December 15. 
We placed second in the Freshman 
880 yard relay, aided by anchor man 
Wayne Slater, who came from 40 
yards behind to finish first in his 
heat. According to his coach, his time 
of 24.1 is “great” for a freshman. In 
the same meet, Leroy Evans placed 
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and Robert Zorfass 

second in the 300 equaling Dennis 
Edghill’s record time of 32.7 and qual¬ 
ifying him for the National A.A.U. 
Meet. Mr. Altman says that he. ex¬ 
pects much from these boys in the 
future. 

Millrose Trials 

On January 14, the time trials for 
the mile relay at the Millrose Games 
(which Wingate won last year) will 
be held. The team will probably con¬ 
sist of Leroy Evans, Russell Parker, 
Dennis Lawson and Eric Seale. Other 
coming meets include the Cardinal 
Hayes Meet on January 19, and the 
St. Francis Meet on January 26. 
Looking good, and probable members 
of the Novice Mile Relay at the 
Cardinal Hayes Meet, are Sylvan 
Holmes, Leonard White, Greg Shaw 
and Richard Cummings. 
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